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Toall the Kings, Princes, Rulers,Governours, 
| Biſhops and Clergy, that Profeſs Chriſtianity in 
 CHRISTENDOM. 


- and one Lorg jetus Chriſt, by whom all things were © rca- 
ted, andyouafl do Profeſs that you own God, and Chr:(t, 
Jeſus, and B:licvejn hum. And Chriſt ſaid tochem that * e- 
lived in him; 4 wew Commandement 1 give unto you, that Pou 
Love one. another,.as J have loved you. y this ſhall af men know 
that ye are My Diſciples, if you have love one to an»ther , Fohn 13. 34s 35+ 
Now. Let all that Profe(s Chriſtianity in Chriftendom, and that Say, they 
Believe in Chrift (ec how they have Obeyed this Command o: Chriſt: for 
Chriſt ſaith, 1f any mar. Loves me, he will keep my word ard ſayings, and it rs 
he that Loveth me that hath wy Commandments , and keepeth them, John 14. 
I5,21, 23. Here you may See how Chriſts Diſ.iples are known 
co be true Chriftians, by Loving one Another : and again, Chr.{ Saith 
Love your- Enempyes, #leſs ih:m that- Curſe you, doe good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which Deſpitefully Uſe you and perſecute you, © 
Mat 5. 44. Luke 6. 27. So here you may See that Chriſtians 
which are the Diſciples of Chriſt,and learners and Followers of him, Firft 
they: are to : love oe Another, by which. they are known to be che 
Diſciples of Chriſt.Secondly, they are to Love their Enemies, yea them that 
be Enemyes of Chtiſt and Enemyes of Chriſtianity; aud if ſuch Enemyes 
of Chriſt and Chriſtianity ſhould Curſe the Chriſtians, yet they are to 
bleſs and not to Curſe them again, But bleſs them that Curſe you,and' Pray 
fer ' thews that _Perſecute you, bleſs and Curſe not, Rom, 12. 14. Mat, 
5.44. So Chriſtians are' not to/Curfe, one: another2no, they are 
forbiden w'Curfe cheir petſecutors;;''of' to Cutſe them againthar "Curſe 


Y OU al Owning one God, the Father, the Creator of all, 


and 


and' the Anoftles, to be obeyed by them that. Proſeſs Ehriſt and 
bclieve in him; and they that Love Chriſt. will keep. his: Commande- 
mcnts. 

And Chriſt Saith, that Chriſtiaws ſhauld do good to them that hate them, 


and pray for them which Delpoeefulh uſe them, and Perſecute them, So it 


is Clear that all Chriſtians. that believe-in Chriſt” Jeſus, ſhould noc 
Pcrſccute one Another, nor-Curſe one. another, nor. Deipitcfully uſe 
one another, bur love one another; for they ſhould not: Curſe, hate, 


Diſpitefully uſe nor. Perſecute cheir. Enemyes,.but love them, Bleſs: 


chem-that: do curſe them, and do good ro them that hate them, and pray 


for them that Pertecute chem, and theſe are the,Commands. of Chriſt, 


and.” :they- thac' Love Chriſt, - will, keep , his' Commands, and 


he that Loveth.. him not, Keepeth- nat his Commands nor Sayings, John: 


I4. 24; E © : 
Now here you may -Sec that Chriſtians are to-Love one another 


and to- Love Enemies ; ſo they are not to Curſe, hate and Deſpirefully 


we- one another, no not their Enemyes, but to Loye them, . do 
good: for. them, and Pray for them, and Bleſs them, though they. 


dd Curſe, hate, Diſpitefully aſe, and Perſecute Chriſtians : ſo.,here 
is.che-Spirir- of Perſecution Quite ſhuc ouc, ( Which: is got up ſince 
the Apoſtles Dayes, ) from among Chriſtians, by ; the power and 
Spirit: of. Chriſt Jeſus, that Chriſtians ſhovld. Neicher Curle, hate, 
Diſpitefully -uſe or Perſecute one another; for they are not. co Perſe- 
"cate Enemies, but to do good tothem, and Loye them, and Chyj- 
Nians are to bleſs them that curſe them; and*are nor to curſe again, & 
theyare not to hate, Diſpitcfully uſe or perſecute enemyes, hutzo loye 
them and pray for, them : here you may {ce B& Vere and Nobility 
of true Chriſtianity is clear of the Spiriv of Perlecution both from among 


themſelves and co-enemyes; andall-will.confelſs to this;that have the. 
Ipirit of- Chriſt, and they rhat have not are none. of. bis, Rom, $. g,. 
- and then you may ſay, how hath this Perſecuting Spixit. riſe ig that 


which is called Chriſtendom fince-the Apoſtles Days: *\Now every: 
Sect out; of Truth in; Chriſtendome, when Tn hag Cs 
Magiſtrates power. to Maigtain theis SR with outward: Laws, 
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(5) 
and Carnall weapens, then they will ſay, let every Soul-be Subjed? to the 
higher Powers &c. Rom.,r3z. and Submit your ſelves ito Every Ordinance, 
of man for the Lords ſake, whether it be to the King, as Supream, or unto 
Governours, 4s wunte them that are {ent by him for the Pun ſhment if Evil 
deers and for the praiſe of them that ds well, 1 Pet. 2, 13, 14. and Rulers 


| are not a terror to good works, but to the evil, Rom. 13. 3+ and the Apoltle | 


telis you what theſe evil, works are. and evil doers, Uneodly $nncrs, 


' wnboly, prophane, murderer Sof Fathers, and Murd:rerg of Mothers, warflayers, 


whoremonger s,Lawleſs,diſobedient & thems that defile themſelves with mankind, 
Menſtealers,' lyers, Perjured Perſons, &c. x Tim. 1. 9, 10,' ſuch as theſe 
the Law was made againſt, and was not made for a Righteous man, 
bur. againſt ſuch Sinners and evil Doers. And-the. Chriſtians in the, 
Primitive times, in the Apoſtles dayes were to Subwic themſelves 
to. every ordinance of man for the Lords ſake, and to the higher 
powers, for the puniſhment of ſuch evil doers; and ſuch Rulers are 
noc & terrour. to good works, but to ſuch evil doers, and were a praiſe : 
to. them:that do well ; and chey-that did and do well are not airaid of 
that power to.puniſh evil doers, tor they have the praiſe of the {ame , 
for the higher powers and every ordinance of man that puniſheth ſuch 
evil. doers before mentioned is for the praiſe of them that do well, 
Rom. 13." 3. 1 Petc: 3 14. - | | 

And. now here, you may clearly (ce that the Chriſtians in che. Pri- 
mitive times whoſe Souls were to be ſubie& to the higher powers, . 
to..every Ordinance of man, for the Lords ſake, for the Puniſhmenc 
of ſuch evil doers as the Apoſtles ſpeaketh of in Timothy and a 
terror. to: ſuch eyil- workers, but a praiſe to them that did and do well. 
Now the. Apoſtle . doth not ſay,: let every foul -be. ſabjeRt to che. 
higher powers, and:every Ordinance of man for the Lords ſake, for 
the puniſhment of ſuch as-meet rogether to wait upon God, and co 
pray unto him, and do obey, ſerye and worſhip the living God, thar 
made them ; and, the Apoſtle faith, that the Law of the higher 
powers. is not a: terrour. to. good works, neither was the Law made 
for the.righteous, . but for ſuch like ſinners as he hath before mentioned ; 
{0 it Pap. that the Chriſtians in the Primitive times, whom. the 
; B 2 Apoſtle 
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Avoltte doth reach that their ſouls were to be Subje& to the higher 
rowers, aid tO every ordinance of man for the Lords ſake, f orthe 


Puniſhment ot ſuch evil doers, as he Speaketh of, 1 Tim. 1, which 


all c:ue Chriſtians now their ſouls are Subje& to every ſuch higher 
power, and cvery fuch Ordinance of man, for the Puniſhment of tuch 


evil doers that are lawleſs, and difobedient.,. and ungodly, and that. 


myrder their Fathers and mothers, and arc unholy and prophanc, and 
are maiſlayers, and are whoremongers , and defile  themielves . with 
mankind, and are menſtealers, and1lyers, and perjured perſons, and ſuch 
like ungodly Sinners, - every true Chriſtians Soul . is co be ſubje& x0 
every ordinance of man for the Puniſhmenc of ſuch, which is for the 
praiſe of them that do well, and no terrour to good works, but'a rerrour 
and a diſcourager oft fuchevill workers and works before mentioned. 
Now here you may lee it isclear the Apoſtles do not 1ay, that 
every ſcul ſhould be SubjeR ro the higher-powers and to every 
ordinance of man for the Lords ſake for the puniſhment of people Con- 
cerning their Faith, Religion, atid for W.orſhiping, Obeying and ſerving 
of God Almighty tor their cender Conſciences, no not4o miich as 
ſuch-weak Conſciences as obſerved -dayes, and made Scruple of eat- 
ing of mcats, or Herbs, but the Apoſtle left ſuch as were weak: in 
the Faith that every one of chem were to- be fully perſwaged in 
their own minds, and. they were not -to- Judge one another , muchleſs 
' to per:ecute one aunther, as m Rem, 14. eager 
W here do we ever read in the New Teſtament, that Chriſt or 'the 
Apoſtles gave forth a Law and Commandment or. Ordinance, to 


puniſh any that were of a contrary Opinioa or Religion and' tomeae | 


to Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and would -not receivethe Doctrine of Chri 


2nd the Apoſtles, aud their Spiritual - way, Religion z -Worſhip; and 


Faith, that Chriſtand the Apoſtles preached; wherever can Jeſt ove 
this in the New Teſtament £ And when Chrift ſent two of his Diſciples into 


' a Village-of the Samaritans to make ready fer him ,- and when his Diſeiples | 
ames ava” |ohn ſaw this that they would not receivt Chriſty they ſaid, Lord, | 
wile thou that we-command fire 10 come down from Heaven and conſume them, | 
even 45-Elias did-? But Chriſt turned , and rebuked Jatnes nnd John, avd © 
| | fain}, © 


es eats 


Ms 


”'» 


.iw © 4-ﬀUOayU «_w.ry 


es. LS... AE i nn Oe. FR ha 


YroKVv yL'c' vo 0 {em mcyu.0Q i 


ae ae ok CA 


LR . ». WEEN ” 
ll WG Sts uic2n ns : 


(7) | 
faid, -Ye know not what manner of ſpirit 19# are of. , Foy the Son of man is 
not come to deftroy mens. lives, bug to ſave them, Luke 9, 52,5 :, 5%» 
6s 2. X . 
” here you may ſee what a Zeal was in theſe Diſciples, thar 
would have had fire co come down from Heaven to cdnſume them char 
would not receive Chriſt, but Chriſt rebuked chem-and cheir blind zeal 
without knowledge, and rold chem, they did not know whar manner of 
ſpirit. they were of, for Chriſt came nor to deſtroy mens lives, bur 
ro ſaverthem, — þ 
' Now have all theſe in Chriſtendom that. have deſtroyed mens lives , 
by Burning, Hanging,and Impriſonment or otherwayes, and have ſpoil- 
$3 peoples goads, and ruined them in their Eſtates, becauſe they would 
not. be of their Opinions, norof their Church, Faich, Religion, Way 
und Worſhip, arc not they of ſuch as have nor known whar manner of 
ſpirit they were of ? and have they not been in a blind zeal withour 
'the knowledge of Chriſt, who came not to defiroy mens lives, but to [ave 
them, | | | i 
 'Andtherefore, all they that have deſtroyed mens lives about Religi- 
on, their Worſhip , Faith and Church, and their Opinions, Ruincd 
and ſpoiled the goods of people, or baniſhed them, or imprifonsd them , 
had-they the mind of Chriſt, or the Spirit of Chriſt jeius ? as in Rows. $. 
9, and .1.Cor, 2. 16- where the Apoſtle faith, but we have the mind of 
Chrif, And again, the Apoſtle ſaith, If any mau have net the Spirit of 
Chriſt he is none of hts, and therefore what ſpirit hach this been tha: 
hath led people in Chriſtendome .co deſtroy men, both in their Lives 
and Eſtates , ſuch as would. not.recewe their Wayes, Worſhips and 
'Opinions.7. rhis.is not neither hath,ig been the mind and Spiric .of Chriſt 
_Jeſas;fince the Apoſtles dayes,. that- hath thus deſtroyed people inthe ir 
'Lives and Eftates for not receiving their Opinions,, Wayecs,, Religi- 
ons and Worſhips; for the mind, the Spiric of Chritt declares and te}; 
.you plainly , that Chriſt came not to deſtray mens lives, but. to: ſave them . 
and fo, they, that deſtroyed menjn their Lives and Eſtates, -becauſg thes/ 
-would' nor receive their, Opivions in.cheir. Ways, Religions. and Wor- 


 thips, they have not known what manner of Spirit they haze. heen of , 
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W& {© they have all dane it ina blind zeal without true knowledge of their 


own Spirits, or knowledge of the mind. and Spirir of Chritt ; and chere- 
iore all fuch {pirits in their blind zeal, 'wichont” che Knowledge of 


their own ſpirits, or without the knowledge -of the*mind and'Spirir- of 


Chriſt, are come under the rchakeof Chriſt, who'is come to /ave'mens 
lives, and doth not deſtroy them, and gb ohe the ſame to day as yeſteraay, 
and ſo for ever, and they that -have deſtroyed men in their Lives. and 
Eſtates , becauſe they. would not receive their Religion, Opinioti, Way 
and Worſhip, are nor come from Chrift,neicherhack he fehrdem' todo 
any ſuch-ywork,, neither hath 'their Opinions, Wayes, Religions g:d 
Worſhips been of Chriſts letting up, and therefore ler all Chriſtendome 
conſidet, ſince they have gone out from the {pirit anid-power of Chriſt, 
which was in the Apoſtfes; what ſpirit Ag have been of rhathaye de- 
a 


troyed ſo-many men in' theit lives and Eftares, becauſe they would nor 


receive .their opinions of Religions; Wayes and Worſhips. And now 


Conſider, when and how this deſtroyitig ſpirir got-firſt into Chriſtians. 
You may read;jp 2 Per..2, what a looſe company gotup, that forſook the 
right Way, aM went aſtray, and followed the wayes of Balaam, who 1o- 
ved the wages of Unrightcouſnefs, and went'ia the way of Cajn, and 
.gain-faying Corah, and theſe were ſpots in their feaſts of charity amongſt 
the-Chriſtians, -though they ted themſelves without fear, and were 
clouds withont watee, carried about with winds, trees whole fruits 
withered, and ſo without fruit, twice dead and plucked op by the roots, 
raging wayes of the Seca,” foatning out their own ſhame, wandering 
Stars, as in Fude.” © 24 ith : 
Now here you may ſee theſe forſook the right Way, which is 
Chriſt, and became wanderine Starrys from the Firmament 'of. Gods 
power, and fo haveing the form of Godlyneſs or Chriffiagicy, but de- 
nying the-Power thereof, from ſuch the true Chriſtians did and do rin - 


_ away from , for theſe were twice dead in Adam, and made alive by 


Chriſt, and dead again, andrhen pluckt ap by the roots, thea they 
were not like to grow -nor bear fruit ca God, anid theſe were chey thar 
went in the-gain-ſaying way" of Cora#, and Corah gain-daid the Law 
and: Moſes in the Old Teſtament, fo chefe gain-ſay the Goſpel and 
Law - of Life. , ED wn And 


_. _ | 
..And theſe ran greedily: altet,the 'Erronr of Balaam, who loved the 
wages of unrighteopſneſs, ' who torlook) the' Right Way, and from ir 
went aſtray ; and theſe are they who through coveteouſneſs and feigned 
words ,have. made Merchandize of People, as 2 Pet. 2. 3,15. Andtheie 
were they that {orivok the. .Commands and Charge of Chriſt to his 
Miniſters ,. Freely y; have received; freely gre; but thee gain-ſay the 
Dogtrine,, Command, and charge of Chriſt, and gain-lay it like Corah, 
and theſe are they that have made ſuch havock of Peoples Eſtares becaue 
they would not put intothcir mouths, nor give them maintenance, ſince 
the Apoſtles days; and theſe are they h__ forſaken Chriſt, the new 
and living Way , who cqmeth. to ſave mens lives, and have gone in the 
way. Of, Cain fingerthe Apoſtles dayes, which have Killed and Slain and- 
Deſtroyed in their Lives and Eſtates ſo many Men and Women abour 
their Sacrifices and Opinions of Religions, Wayes and Worſhips, and- 
this hath been the way; of Caimywho was of the wicked one, and flew his 
Brother , and. wherefore flew,.he him ? but becauſe Cain's own works 
were evil & his Brother Abels works Righteous. And now Jet all you and* 
them that have ſlain their Brethren, concerning; their: Offcrings, Reli- 
gion and Worſhip, Conſider whether or no your works have not been 
evid ; and #8 of the wicked one like Can your Brother, and them that. 
you have ſlain their -Woxzks Righteous, and ot more. Godly Lives and. 
Converſations, then -they that perſecuted and flew them , let Scripture: 
and Hiſtory and the Wife, in heart Judge; And now is it not clear thac 
all that hgve Deſtroyed and Slain People about their Opinions, Religions- 
and Worthips,: and their. Offerings, and: Sactifices, gone in Balaanrs 
way for W ages, Corah's gainſaying-way , Caix'sSlaying way , who was 
of the wicked one & his works evil? and therefore have nor all their works 
beegevyil and of the wicked one, that have Killed, Slain and Deſtroyed 
their Brethren concerneing their Opinions of Religion, Worſhip,offerings - 
and Sacrifices,fince the Apoſttes dayes,and have been aut of the mind and - 
SpiriboF .Chriſt:,, who-canr 50. ſave wens lives, and not 10@ſtrty them? and: 
are: they age all.of chem of the. birehofehe' fleſh, tharperſecure themrrhac- 
arc born of the'Spirit?- for where did you everread that the birth of the 
Spirit in the New Teſtament did Perſecureany for Religion or —_— 
> - and 
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(10) 
and how they have gon fromChriſt, and what they have gone in,andſo 
tollowed the way of tke wicked one, and fo:ſakenChrift the way to God. 
Though Cain who:e works were evil, ano was f che wicked one, 
ficwand Murdcrcd, his Brother Abe! about his Religion, Offering 
and Sacrifice, and 0a that have. ſlam and Muriercd your BrerLrer, Con- 
cerning Religion and their -Worſhips. and:Offeri gs, Fave not you 
been Slayers and Murderers like your O'd Brocher Carn, and not li.c 
Abel gor Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who came to Save: avens Lives, ard 
not Deſtroy them? and the Apoftle tells you, that no Huracrer hath Etere 
pal Life abiding #n him; io have the'e that have Mard:r-d' andlain 
People fince the' Apoſtles Dayes, for Relivion, worthiy, Offerigs and 
Sacrifice Eternal life abiding in them and if they have not - Erernat 
life abiding in them, they arr pot Chriſts B:liewers nor ſhrep, for they that © 

ao Believe in him are his ſheep, and have Eternal Life, john 10. 28, 
Here you may ſee how ſuch manflayers, and deft:oyers about Re- 
!i2iton hare got up ſince the Apoſtles dayes; and have nt (ach builr 
av -C hriſtendom with Blood, and Iniquity * aad is nor this, the cauſe 
char Chriſtendom is ſe all on heaps, and'fo barren of the Heavenly 
fruit, being etred from the Spirit, and power of Chriſt that the Apoſtles 
vvere in, and ſo erred fromthe Spiritaal yycapons and armour that the A- 
poitles warred withall in the primitive days, who ſaic, that cheir weapons 
were: Spiritval and not Carnal, andthey did not wreſtie v ith Fleſh and 
blood, but how hath Chriſtendom been filled with Carnal Armes, and 
armour, with which they wreſtled with Meth and Blood, and deſtoyed 
men- in their Lives and Eſtates, becauſe they would not be of their 
Oz1nion in their Religions, Wayes and Worſhips, and miſapplyed the 
Scriptures the Apoſtle ſpeaker h of , which faith, Jet every Soul 
be Subje& rothe higher Povvers, ard to -every Ordinance of man 
for the Lords fake, tor the Puniſhment: of | evil doers, as the Apo- 
ſtile ſpeaks of inthe 1. Tim. 1. ſoby this means have they Perſecuted 
Pcople, and Deſtroyed mens lives for their Opinions abour their Reli. 
2ions and their worſhips, though we know that the Law 'is good in'its* 
place, if a man uſe it Lawfully 'againſt ſuch asthe Apoſtle ſaith it was 
made for( to wit ) murderers of Fathers and mothers," and man-ſlayers 
| a 


and horemongers,,and, defilers of themſelves wich maakindand men- 
ſtealers,and liers, and perjured. Perſons,the Law was not made for a Righ- 
teous man; but:for ſuch Law leſs difobedieat and prophain perſons, .an/ 
Chriſt and. the Apoſtles never did ſay, let every Sou! be Subjc&} to 
the higher power, and ro obey every Ordinance of man for the Lords 
fake tor to-puniſh, People for their Scyeral Opinions about Reiigio.1 
and worſhipz nay, Chriſt and his Apoſtles did nor give forth any Law: 
or Commands to puniſh and deſtroy menin their Lives and Eſtates 
becauſe rhicy would not be of Chriſts Religion, faith, way and Workhip, 
for Chriſt faith on the contrary, he Came not to-Deſtroy mens Lives, but to 
Save them, and Chriſt ſaich, let the. tares gnd the Wheat grow together until 
the Harveſt which ist eend of the World , and then his An els fhouſd be the 
Reapers, and ſever the wheat from the tares,, and if "ts Went. into ©," 
Everlaſting Puniſhment that did not vific Chriſt nor his members in | 


 Priſog,chea what will become of chem. tht lay they are Chriſtians, ang. 


yer, caſt his members in;pzion,and Chriſt ſaid ro Saul why Perſecuteſt, thas 
me,thatis Chriſt in his members, but when, he was Conver:ed, then he 
was Perſecuted himſelf, buc the Apoſtle declares the pon: of his. 
W arrfare; not Carnal, but Spiricual, and, Chrift tells his-Diſciples and 
elievers that chey ould be Killed, and Crucified, and perſecuted, and 
Scourged in, their Synagogues and. hated of all N; tions for his Name 
Sake; but Chat gaye no. luch Commands to his believers,fiis Diſciples, 
the true-Chriſtians, that they ſhould hate, perſecute, Scqurge, Kill. gr 
Crucifie, any that would not-reccive Chriſt nor his doctrine , for. he 
ſaith, he cawe not to deftiroy mens Lives, but to ſave them, and themrthat 
would © not receive the  Dagfrine. of Chriſt and his Apoſtles they were 10 
Picks off the Duſt of their fees. as 4 mittneſs, which ſhould be « Teſtimony 
aginſt thimin the Day of Fudzmeut, and:that was caring enough, How 4 
have all them in Chriſtendom, deſtroyed mens lives about theirOpinions, © 
in Religious wayes -and worſhips Fullfilled the Royal Law of God, 
to loye heir , neighbours as chemſclyes, and te do unto all as they 
would have others do. anto. thet let all. deſtroyers and Perſecuters, 
abour Religion contider this, $55 A ſhorr they have been of .che 
"practice of the: Law of God, and Lhe, Nobtlity, rrue Cpoanieh, 


% 
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andIct chem all'go: learn chis Leffor what the Lord Taich; FWillhave 
Metcy and nor Sacrifice, bur they that have Kitled*ihd'Yeftroyed 
men in their Lives and Eſtaces about their Sacrifice of Religion' and 
Woclhip ſiace the Apoſtles Daycs, have not they wanted the Spirit 
of mercy, and have not Learned of God what this means, I wil 
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(13) 
Ordinances, DoRrines and C ammandments of men the Chriſtians in - 
the primitive time were not to taſte, crouch nor handle, and therefore they 
Suffered by the Fews dueward worſhippers becauſe'they couid nor Joyn 
with them in thre Traditions of their Fathers, and Teſtifie, thac Chriſt 
was come, and was made a prigſt not after the Law ofa carnal Com- 
mandment bur after the power of an endleſs life, and the Fews tfrit 
Covenant had Ordinances of Divine.Service and a worldly Sanctuary 
and their Prieſts with their outward offerings, Sanctuaries and Sa- 
crifices, but that prieſt-hood was changed, and the Law by which it was 
ade, Heb; 7.12. 9. 1.and the Apoftle ſaith, Chriſt hath 4boliſh:d, in his 
fleſh the Enmity even the Law of Commandements, contained in ordinances 
' for 10 makt in himſelf of twain (namely Fews and Gentiles) one new man, 
ſo makeinr” peare, that he might Reconcile :both unto God in one boay. © 

So here you- may fee thefe Commandments and Ordinances, among - 
the Fews in the old Teſtament when Chriſt was come in his new 
Teſtament, he Aboliſhed chem, and therefore the believing Chriſtians, 
chat followed Chriſt Jeſus, Suffered by the unbelieving Fews, becauſe 
they would not follow* the Fews Law and; Commandments and. their. 
Ordinances and Services and their Prieſt, which Law and prieſthood 
Chriſt had changed, and Aboliſhed the Law of Commandments and 
Ordinances as in Heb. 7, 12. and Ephef. 2. 15,.16. © 

And likewiſe the Laws, Ordinances and Commandments of Dana's 
W orfhipers and the Rowwars and other Heathen, they were not to be Sub- 
je&k to, nor touch nor taſte nor handle after the Commandments and 
Dodtrines of men; the Chriſtians, though they lived in the- world, yet 
they were'not to be Subje& to the Rudimentsof the World, nor the 
C ommandments nor- DoCtrines , Nay they were not to Taſte them or 
handle them that were Dend with Chrift from them, Coloſ, 2, 20, 
21, 22- © 

So here you may fee the Apoſtles made a'clear Diſtintion berwixt 
the -ordinances of m=n, the higher power, which is for the Punith- 
ment of ſuch evil doers as the Apoſtte Speaketh-of, and the praiſe of 
them thatdo well, which was not no puniſly People for marcers of Faich, 
and Serving and Worſhiping God, bur for ſuch evil doers as the Apoſtle 

| C a | 
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/peaketh of, r 752. 1. and likewiſeſuch Ordinances and Command: 
ments, and Doctrincs of mon , yea of -the Fews and Gentiles concern- 


:n2 mens Religion and-Worſhips,which rhe Chriſtians were not to roueh - 


taſte nor handle; and bappy had ail Chriſtendom: been if they had kept in 


L 


the ſame diltinftion as the ApoRles did. _” 


the Sviritof Chriſtthe Apoſtles were ingand that they might have mace: 


Ani Now it you doſay,. who have deſtroyed men ia theis Lives, 
aad Eftares for not Obeying your Do&trine,: Ordinances,and Command- 


ments, Concerning your Opinions of. your Religon, and Worſhjps; that 
they are not 0: men , and that they have not been ſet up ſincethe Apo- 
{tles dayes, neither by ſuch as have crred fram the Spirit of. Chriſt Jelus, 


who came t8[ave mens lives, and not to deftroy them, then-you aret@prove- 
by the Scripcures of the New Teſtament, where ever did Chriſt. and the. 
Anoftles give forth any ſuch Ordinances, Doctrines aud Commandments 


to Perſecute, or Impriton, or Kill, or Tcftroy, ſuchthat would not be of 
their Way, Faith, Religion and Warſhip, prove this by the Scripture of 
the New Teſtament from Chriſt: and: His Apoſtles if you can; or elſe 
confeſs that your Doctrines, Ordinances and Commandments are of men, 
and are of mens inventing, by which you have deſtroyed people in their 
Lives and Eſtates. for mattersof Rcligion and Worſhip, not to be from, 
che Spirit of Chriſt andhis Apoſtles , and that you have not had the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt to lead you into this deſtroying work ; for Chriſt ſaith ; he 
came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them, and.we know that the Pros 
phers Chriſt and the Apoſtles, they that did perſecure chem and pur them 
to death in their blind Zeal without Knowledge, not knowing what Spirit 
they were of themſelves, they did not Perfecute Chriſt and-his Apoſtles 
and- Prophets as true men, but as deceivers,. ſo. hath this ſpirit doge tn 
Chsiſtendomeſfince the Apoſtles dayes.,;: but God mil reward every one ac+ 
cording to their works ; but where did ever Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the 
New Tc{tament, give forth any ſuch Ordinances,--Doearines-or Com- 
mandments to Puniſh Impriſon or Deftroy Heretichs, Schiſmaticks, Blaſs 
tHhermers or Seducers, or Fews or Gentiles,that'would not receive him, prove 
zhis-f you can. out of the New Teſtament, or elſe acknowledge ſuch haye 
acen Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, Blaſphemers and Seducers, that haye not hag 
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the Spirit of Chrift which have Puniſhed  Impriſoned and Deſtroyed 
men inaeir Livegaod Eſtates, which haye been the Servants and Lambs 
and Sheep of C hriftfot following him; and,not obeying your Ordinances 
and Commandments and Dogrines-, which you never had from the 
Spirit of Chriſt nor his Apoſtles, Who came to ſave mens lives , and not 10 
acftroy them, 3. TY 

Hath not the Houſe, of Ghriſtendom in many places been like a 
| Shughger-houfe, -Imprifoning,,. Beating ,* Baniſhing j: Hanging, Kill- 
ing, and Deſtroyings and -Buxnings , abour. their Opinions , of clicir 
Relizions and WW orſhips, 'and-aRednor like the Royal Law of God To 
do unto others as they would have others do unto. them, and not in the No- 
bility. of tr6e;Ehriſtianity:, in, the. Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus, who came 19 
ſave mens lines and not tor deſtroy them, but. more like; the God of the 
world; whoetdbode not in; the Fruthy wha is called a Doſtroyer, 

And: if Peter and Parl, and thg-reft of the: Apoſtles, who faid , /:r 
every Soul be [ubjedt to the higher Powers,and to every Ordinance of man for the 
Bords fake, for the —_—_ of ſush evil-doers, as the Apoitle ſpeaketh 
of, had intcnded for the 'puniſhmene of people for Religion. | iay a- 
eain-,. if the Apoſtles. did mean, that every ſoul ſhoald be ſubjeiF 19 147 
higher Power , and to every Qrdinance of man, concerning the Doctrines 
and Commandments of men. in - matters of Religion and Worthips , 
then why did the Apoſtles and Chriſtians ſuffer by the Fews, Geztiles or 
Heathens,and by. Ceſar and in the tenPerſecutions,you may ſay why were 
tot their -Souls ſubje& to the higher Powers among the Fews , and to 
Ceſar , and why d:d not- they qbey every Ordinance of man, to follow 
their DoQrines and Commandments, concerning worſhipping and reli- 
oion, If that the Apoſtlemeant when he ſaid /zt every foul be "Ig to 
the: higer- Powers ,, and to every, Ordinance of man, Concerning their Do- 
&rines,and Commandments, and Religions. and Workhip, and their Or- 
dinances , then you may ſay that the Apoliles Paul and Peter had ſorgor 
# themſelves for'to write in their Epiſtles , that other Chriſtians ſouls 
5 ſhould be ſabe to the higher Power and to every Ordigance of man, 
arid they themſelves-were not ſubje& to the Fews, Gentiles, nor Heathes, 
nor "Ceſar's Dodtrines, nor Commandments, nor. Ordinances; con- 
es” . | CErning 


(16) | 
cerning Religion and Worſhip, but the' Apoſtles declare againſt the 
heathen or Gentiles, and againſt 'the/ſhaddows 'amoag>rhe Favs, and: 
reached Chriſt the ſubſtance-was come, and'their:ſhadows fly.away, ard: 
{>the Apoſtles madea diftini:n betwint &veryOrdinanceof maryfar the 
puniſhment of ſuch evil doers as they ſpeak of, and the Dodrines, and Or:- 
dinances, and commandments of men, concerning Religioa and Wor- 
ſhiv, which were not to be roiched, taſted-nor handled. : HETT. 
So have not al yon'thart have brought theſe'Scriptures,ithat every 
ſoul muſt be ſubjedf to the' high:r Powers , an to obey every Ordiridnce of man 
fer the puniſhment of evil doers: miſapplied them, and turned them to | 
puniſh people, and lay them upon people” that differ ' from you in 
your Opinioas of Rcligions and Worthips? which the Apoſtles-never 
did, nor intended any ſuch thing ,"'for the Apoſtles: Warred and mreftied 
with the Fews and Gentiles , Concerning their Religions, Dedtrines and 
Worſhips, with Spiricual Armour "ad Spiritual Weapons, and fo.did 
not wreſtle with fleſh and blood with carnal weapons, and ſo deſtroy mens 
lives about Religions and Worthips, as others haye done fince their 
dayes. And it that you doe fay that every' foul muſt be _ every high- 
er Power , and to every. Ordinance of may concerning Religion and Wor- 
ſhip, and their Doarines' and Commandements, then you muſt be 
Subject and conform to all Religions, Worſhips and Dectrines in the 
World, and to the Fewes, Turks, and Heathen, and all the Seffs inthe 
World that will plead to be Subje@ to their Ordigances, Command- 
mentsand Doctrine ; andit the Apoſtles hadmeanteſo, then had they * 
never ſ»ffered, nor been Tmpriſoned z nor put to Death, 
Bat the Apoſtles made a diſtintion of being ſubje&? ts the higher || 
Powers aid to every crdinance of man for the punifhentof ſuck evil doers,as he i 
ſpeakes ot, and che DoQrincs, and Commandments, and Ordinances of { 
men, conceraing Religioa and Woarſhip', which was nor to be nouched || 
zaſted nor handled , and therfore the Apoftle doth noe fay that any ſhould !; 
be puniſhed fornot obeying ſuch Commandments and Dodtrines of men !!* 
concernins Religion. | | 3 
And alſo rhe Apoſtle doth not fay, that the Chriftians ſhould be pu- 
niſhed for not being ſubje, and rheir not obeying the Fews — , 
: omy | « 


*; 
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.C ommendemcntsand Ordinances that commanded atixcir 41 ars, Sand u- 
-#rits, Temples, offerimes Sacrifices and Prieſts, and their divine Services 
\&. | 40d Worlhips, for they knew that Chriſt was come, and had change- 
ed the Law and Prieſthood by which it was made, and had aboliſhec 


ws the Law. and Commandments and Qrginances, and Offerings of the 
r. | Fes Ceremonics and; Fraditions, for Chrifl was,offercd up once fer al] 
[and 7o asthe Apoſtle. rightly aud truly ſaith, we know thar the Law i 
ry good in its place , if a man uſe it Jawfully , which was cot made fo: 
12 || the righteous, bue for the. puniſhwent of evil doers, Unholy, Prophane, Mur 
0 | therers ot. Fathers and of Mothers,and Mex/ayers, and Whoremongers, an 
im | 'them that -Defilt: themſelves with Mankind; - Men ſealers, Lyers, Per] urce 
on +Perſows, and ſith Lawleſs Diſobedicnc ungodly ſinners, the Law ws: 


4 | made againſt, and ce Chriſtians their ſouls were ſubject to che high-r 
q || powers, und to every Ordinance of man for the Lords ſake, fir the pun ſÞ 
q | mewtiof ſuch evil.doers, (and the praite of them that do well. | 

+ .Andiſo:the Apoſtle doth not {aythat the foul: fhauld be ſubjedt co c 


nY | very. Higher Power, and co-cvery Ordinance of Man for the Lords 
,. | fake forthe [puniſhment of people that. diſobey the DocrineS Com- 


A and Ordinances of men, concerning Religio. and Wor- 
But the Apoſtle in this made;a clear diſtintion betwixt the Ordinan- 
-ces of .men'for rhe puniſhment gt evil docrs and che Doarines, Com- 
mandments, and :Ordinances of then, concerning Religion and Wor- 
ſhip, which were not tobe towhed 1afted norhbendled. And the Apoſtle faith, 
| Chriff by the grace of Gol taſted death for every man, Heb. 2. 9. Andagain. 
'the Apoſtle laith;)\ Chrift:;5 apropitiation for our fins, and not for our iis 
3 only (bat for the fins of: tht: whole World;' x John. 2. .. - 
3 -: And alſo: the Apoſtle faith in the 1 Tim. 2+ 1, tothe $:h, I Exhort 
4 Ii th:refore, "that firſt of all, :ſupplicattons, prayers, interceſſimns, and givinz 
a 3 of thanks: be whade. for. allen; for; Kings , and fer all that are in amhority: 
n ©; ati tema) trad agnict and praceuble life -in all godline(s.and honeſty. For this 
5 1 quod wrn4urceptable im he ſight of Gol: our $aviour : Who will bave all me 
4 be ſaved, and to come unto the knowledge of the:truth. For there is oze 
; ; Gon and one mediathr between God and men , the man Chriſt Feſus: Who 
bY | gave 
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gave himſelf a ranſom for all , tobe teſtified in due time; -Whereanto I ans 
ordained a Preacher ,* and an Apoſtle ( 1 ſpeak the trmb':in” Chriſt and the 
zot ) a teacher of the Gentiles in Faith and werity. ir” 

| Now, Here you may ſee what a good and general DoQrine the Apo- 
ſtle preached in the Primitive*'times, that Prayersand Interceflion be 
made for all men; yea for Kings and'them that be in Authority, and 
this is' good and acceptable in' the fight:of God cur Sayidur, who 
would oboe all men to be ſaved, and -come tothe knowledge of thi trmh. 
Now you that do Deſtroy Mens Lives about their Opinions, Religi- 
ons and Worſhips, you have not-that Patience: to: pray for all men 


&e. that they may Repent and be ſaved, and. come te the Knowledge of 


che Truth , thercfore your Practice cannoribelacceptible in the fight of 


God the Saviour, thar Deſtroy mens Lives about Religion and Wor- | 


ſhi>, whereas ye ſhould pray to God for all men, whe will have all 
men to be ſaved zrd come to/the/Knon ledge of thei Truth, for there-is 
one God and one Mediator betwixt God: and man, the: myri Chriſt 
Jefus, nho gave himſelfe 'a Ranſom for all to be teſftified in due tizie. 
Now if-Chrift hath given himſclfe a Ranſom for all to bc teſtified 


in due time, and this Dectrine-:Chriſt .had ordained .the Apoſtle | 


to Preach, and ſaid he ſpake the truth in Chriſt and thed mot; 


What Spirit is that which -hath lcd-pdpple to deſtzoy Men: and W o- | 


men about Religion and Worſhip: Whereas Gad would hayeall men 
10 be prayed for and to be faved, and* Chriſt hath given humſelfe a Ran- 


ſome forall : ro be reſtified'i aue- time $and he came not to defiroy.nens | 


lives, but to ſave them; HEY 


And therefore, what” ſpirit is. this: chat kach deſtroyed mM 


Chrift, that would have all to be ſaved;'and ts be. reſt fied in due time, 
how that Chriſt gave: himſelf a  Raxform forall, . and would have all men 
| To be prayed for, and all men*+to be ſaved; and come to the-Know- 


4 


ledge of the Trath, and Chriſt that gave himſelf a Runſom for: all, i © 


the ove Mediator betwixt- God:ana' Man. 


And that Impatient fpirit that hath deſtroyed Mens-Liyes, cencern- ; 


a1 | iens. Lives [2 
about Religion and Worſhip ſince the Apoſtles, ſecing Chriſt hath } 
given himſelfe a Ranſom for all ?: farelyit is not the ſpirit of Ged nor | 
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ing Religion and Worſhip, aud hath preached up perſecution 1n their 
blind zeal, without true Knowledge , was not like co wait in patience nor 
co pray forall men, that afLmen might be ſaved ; that Chriſt who gave 
himſelf a Ranſom tor all, wight be teflified in due time, and therefore that 
Spirit thatdeſtroyed them in their own time, hath not been the Spirit ot 
Chriſt, who gave himſelf a Ranſom for all to bereſtified in due time, And 
Chriſt who by the grace.of God taſted death for every man, and hath given 
himſelf a Ranſom for all, and is a Propitiation for the fins of the whole world: 
So hath not he then purchaſed all mankind by his Death, and Ranſomed 
them and would have all men to be ſaved,who came not to deftroy mens lives, 
but to ſave them, and therefore what ſpirit hath that been in Chriſten- 
dom and fram whom, that hath deſtroyed ſo many Men and Women, 
concerning their Religions, and Opiniqns and Worthips, in Chriſtendom 
fince the Apoſtles dayes 2 and have they not Deſtroyed ſuch as Chriſt 
hath Purchaſed, Ranſomed, and Dyed for, and is a Propitiation fer, ſ{ee- 
ing that Chriſt gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, and taſted [death for every 
man , and is a Propitiation for the ſins of the whole world, and came not to de> 
troy mens lives , but to ſavethem ? andio letthe Spiritot Chrilt be Judge 
in this matter. From him that is a Lover of God, and Chrifl, and all 
Men, that deſire Liberty and Eternal Happynelſs, in Chriſt Jeſus, Amen, 
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Irs faid, Fudah and Iſrarl dwelt ſafely, every man unacr his Vine, and 
under his Figtree, from Dan even to Beerſheba, all the dayes of Solomon , 
a5} 1 Kings 4. 25. And what a Rich and Glorious Kingdom had Solemen 
. | inhisdays, when every Man fat under his Vine and Figtree in kis King- 
e: & dom? Andin Micha 4. 4. Every main ſhall ſit under his Vine, and un= 
th i 4ir bis Figiree , and none jhakl make themafraid, th: mouth of the Lord of Hott s 
or A 54th ſpoken it. And Zach. 3. i9. Inthat ay, ſaith 1he Lord of Hoſts, 
w__ fhall ye call every Man his Neighbour, wnder the Vine, and under the Fig-tree: 
2x { And is not this the day of Chrift ? For doth nor Chriſt ſay, 1 am the Vine 


es, > 


a. 1 ard ye are the Branches, Fohn 15, and Solomoa faith, my Mothers Chilare: 
n 2 &C, they maze me keeper of the Vintyards, but mine own Vineyard hav? F 1.93 
Now all ye that are made Keepers of V.neyards, fcc that your ow 1 
'D, Vince 
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Vine and Vineyard is keptandiincloſed with Gods . Power , and inſtead 
of keeping others Vineyards; ye do not deftroychemand your own, And 
let all thar profeſs God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , who is the Vine, ſic 
under him theirVine,receably & ſatcly,in this Goſpel-day of Chriſt, who 
is the New and Living way to God, Heb. 10.20. and to ſerye God 
through Chriſt in Newnels of Spirit - and allo towalk in Newneſs of 
Life, Rom. 6.4. chap.7. 6. and tofir under their Vine and Figtree, and. 
none to be made afraid or terrified by Per{ceutions, Impriſonments, or 
{poil of their Goods , by Laws or Ordinances, which were made for the 
puniſhment of evil doers, Murtherers of 1 athers and Mothers, and Manſlayers, 
&c. ſuch as the, Apoſtle ſpeaks of, the Law was made againſt, 1 Tim, 1. 
For Chriſt Jeſus never made or gave any Law, Commandment, or 
Ordinance, tv Impriſon , or ſpoil the Goods of any tor not believing in. 
Him, much leſs againſt thote thar did believe tn Him, and ſat under Him, 
and abode in him the Yine, who hath enlightened all Mankind , thar 
they might believe in Him,and fit under Him, and abide in him the Yjxe. 
And they thar do not abide in Him; nor fit under Him in his Light and 
Grace, bur hate his Light, and turn his Grace into Wantonneſs, ſuch 
by the Light are condemned, and chat will be puniſhment enough upon: 
them, Fohn $8. 19. and Chriſt ſairh, He will reward every Man according 
is their works and deeds : and is not this inmatters of Religion, who ſerves 
God through him, and who ſerves him not ? And therefcre, Zet the Tares 
and the Wheat erow together, till the Harveſt, which is the end of the World, 
25 Chriſt ſaith, Math. 13. 30, to43. For he did not give any Ordinance 
or Command. to any to be Pluckers up of Tares in the Field which is the _ 
World. but on the contrary he gave a command to ſtop them that would 
kave been placking up - And his Heavenly Wiſdom and care was, Zeſt 
* whale rye gather up the Tares , ye root up alſo the Wheat with the Tares, 
And Chriſt hath enlightened all Mankind; and his Grace has appear- 
ed all Men to teach them, andto bring their Salvation, and his Go- 
pel is Preached: to every creature under Heayen., Now if they do not 
2bide in the Lighe, Grace, and Goſpel of Chriſt , who is the Yize, he 
wil} reward every man according to his Works. Al 
And the Apoſtle ſaith , Row. 8.26, 27. The ſpirit alſo helpeth our Infir- 
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(21) 
wities ; for we know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought , tnt the ſpirit 
it ſelf makes Interceſſion for us, with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
And he that (earcheth the hearts , knoweth what is the mind of the ſpirt, 
becauſe he maketh Interceſſion for the Saints according ts the will of God. 
So here you may ſee, the Apoſtle did nor tye up the Church of Chriſt 
co only one outward form of Prayer, but left them to the Spirit of God, 
which helpeth our Infirmities, and makes Interceſſion, &c. teaches us to 
pray as we ought, with Sights and Groa.vs that cannot be attered, 

And A9s 2.17. Foel 2.28, Ged powreth out of his ſpirit upon all 
fleſh, namely Men and Women, that all in the ſpirit of God might 
pray to him, and Serve, Fcar, and Worſhip him, in his Spirit and 
Truth - and not to grieve, Rebel againſt, Vex, or quench the motions 
of che Spirit of God - for if they do, they go into Bondage , and bring 
God's Judgments upon them. Bur they that are led by the —_ of. 
God, are his Sons and Daughters; and where the Spirit of the Lord is 
Walked in, and they are led by it, there is Liberty , and rhe fruits 
of the Holy Spirit of God will ſhew themſelves forth , which are 
Love , Foy, Peace , Longſuffering , *Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, 
Temperance, Righteouſneſs and Truth , provins what is Acceptible unto the 
Lord: againſt ſuch there is no Law, Gal. 5. 224.23. Epheſ. 5. 9. 
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Thus Jpeaketh the Lord of Heſfts, Execute true Fudgement, and fhew Mercy 
and Compajſion , every Man to his Brother, Zechariah 7.9. 

And the Lord ſaith , He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, whitis goed, and what 
doth the Lord requioe of thee, but to do Fuſtly, and ro love Mercy, and to wal; 
humbly with thy God , Micha 6. 8. ; 

And the Lord ſaith, 7 aefire Aﬀercy, and not Sacrifice ; ana tre Knowledge of 
God, more than burnt Offerings, Hoſea 6. 6. 

And Chrift ſaith unto the Jews, Go ye and learn what that meareth, I wil! 
have Mercy and not Sacrifice, Mat 9. 13, | 

And Chrift ſaith, Bleſſed are the Mereiful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy, Mat, 5.7 

And again, Chrift ſaith, Be ye merciful, as your Heavenly Father is Aerciful, 
Luke. 6.36. 
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Poltleript. 


AT Cyrus King of Perſia, had made. a Prociamation throughout: 
| all his Kingdom ia writing, ſaying, Thas jaith Cyrus King of 
Perita, the Lord God of Heaven hath given Me all the Kingdoms of the Earth, 
and hath charged me to build hima henſe in Jeruſalem which is in ſudah. 
And this Proclamation was , that all the Jews in all his Kingdoms, and- 
whereloever they ſo;eurned, that had been in Captivity , ſhould have 
their Liberty to go intothe Land of Fuda# and build Feruſalem, as in 
Ezra the 1ft. 

Now when the Adverſarics of the Fews that had been in Captivity, 
faw that the Fews did begin to build, they hired Councellors againſt 
them, to fruſtrate their purpoſe of building, &c. all the dayes of 
Cyr until} the ſecond year of the Reign of Darizs King of Perſia, and 
inthe beginning of the: Reign of —_ theſe accuſers of theFews, 
wrote unto him Accuſations againſt the Inhabitants of F#444 and Fern- 
{atem: And they wrote to Artaxerxes King of Perſia againſt the Fews, 
namely Rehum the Chancellor and Shimſhat the Scribe, and their compa- 
ions the Dinaites, the Apharſachiates, the Tarpelites, the Apharſites, the 
Archetites, the Babilonians, the Suſunchites, the Dehatites, and the E1u- 
mites, andthe reſtof the Nations, &c. Ezra the 4b. 

The Copy of the Letter theſe ſent to. Artaxer xes, Be it Known unts 
the King ," thatthe Jews which came up from thee t0 us, are come 10-Jeruſa- 


and 
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and joyned the Foundations, &c, Now becauſe we have maintenance from the 
Kings Palace it was not meet for us to ſee the King diſhonoured; therefote 
have we ſent and certified the King that ſearch may be made'in the Book of 
the Records of thy Fathers, ſo ſhall thou find in the Book of the Records 
and know, that this City 6 a Rebellious City, and hurtful unto Kings and 
Provinces: Andthat they have moved ſcdition within the ſame of old time, 
for which cauſe was this City d:ſIroyed, Namcly Ferufalem, And thelc 
Enemies of the Jews ( heathens) which were Pentioners ar.d had main- 
from the Kings Pallacc, which wric to the King Artaxerxes, and the 
King upon theſe Enemyes, Penſioncrs , and Informers , ſent a Leiter to- 
them that they ſhould ſtop the Jews from building Feruſalem, and they 
did ſtop the Fews from building Feruſalem untill the 24. Year of Cyrus 
King of Perſia... 

Now hee you may (ce what kind of Pentiozers and Inf-rxvcrs theſe 
Heathen were againſt the Fews, who had becn long in captivity by the 
Babylonidys and the Aſſyrians , though Cyrus beforc had epcned the two 
leaved gates,. both of the 4{ir/ans and the Caldeans, for the :fews to 
o0 out of Captivity, as in 2 Chron, 36. 22, Ferem. 25. 12. and 
29. IO. 1Jay. 44. 28, and 45.13. 

And, Now is itnot 2 ſhame that any, that doe profels Chriſtianity 
ſhould rake a text from thefe Heathen Penſtoners Informers, that had main- 
tenance from that Heathen Kings Palace Artaxerxes, that were the In- 
formers againſt the Fews which had been {o long in Captivity , and alſo 
to Inform the King ſo contrary to Cyrws's Proclamation and command, 
which were for the. Fews to build Ferufalem, 8&c. And now for any one 
that profeſs Chriſtianicy , ro make a text of theſe Penſioners and Inform - 
ers words , and apply it to Chri/tiays to deſtroy Men in their Lives and E- 
ftates, abour Religion and Worſhip, which is quite contrary ro the 
command of Chriſt, who ſaith, he came not 10defrey mens lives, but to 
ſave them, and fo through the means of thoſe Penſiencrs, ( heathen) 1n- 
formers, they hindred Feruſalem from being builded till the 24 year of 
Darizs, and then the Fewes began again to-build Jeruſalem and rhe Tem:- 

le: And then Tatnai the Governour and Sherharboznai, and their com- 
Panions the Apharſachites » the Penſioners, the 0.d-encmyes of the Fews + 
that 
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chat had rifen againſt them in Arraxerxes's time, they ſaid untathe Fews 
in Darius's time , who commanded you. to build Jeruſalem 4nd make up the 
walls , and they asked the Elders of the Fews' their names that they 
night certifie them to the King Darims * but the Fews anſwered and 
ſaid unto them , rbat they were Servants of the God of (Heaven and Earth, 
Sotheſe Enemies of the Fews writ 2. Letter to Dari, concerning them 
againſt the building of Feruſalem and the Temple, and Darin cauſed 
ſcarch to be made in the Records of Babz/o, and he found the Procla- 
mation and Decrce of Cyrus , which he gave unto the Fews to build 
Fernſalem, Ezra 5. 6. EO 
And then Darizs made a Decree, and ſent it to Tatnai the Governour, 
.and to Sherharboznai, and their companions the Apharſachites , who had 
-been the Enemics of the Fews, and bad them, Let the Houſe of God a- 
lone, let the Governours of the Jews and Elders build a houſe in its place, 
and ſo this Darizs made a decree, hat of the Kings Goods & even of the Tri- 
bute they ſhould affiſt the Jews , and not hinder them in vheir buildigg , and 
-whoſoever did alrer this Deeree or word,let the Timber be plucked down from his 
bouſe, and veing ſet up, let him be hanged thereon, and li 1s Houſe be made a 
dunghill for this : and Artaxerxes laid, I make a Decree that all they of the 
people of Iſrael, c. in my Realm they ſhould go up to Jeruſalem with Ezra, 
and ſaid, whoſoever will not obey the Law of thy God, and the Law of the 
King , let Fndeemexr be executed (peedily upon him : whether it be unto death 
or Baniſhment , or Confiſcation of Goods, or to Impriſoument, Ezra, 7. 
03,26, | | 
So according to the commandment of Cyr#s , Darins, and Artaxerxes 
the Kings of Perſig, the Fews finiſhed Fereſalem and the houſe in the 
6th year of Darius, Ezra6. 14, 15- Now here you may ſee what 
firit Laws and Decrces thele Kings made againſt theſe Heathen- 
Tnformers, Penſioners, and their company, who would have hindred 
the Fews when - they went out of captivity for building Feruſalems 
and the Temple, contrary to Cyrus Command, Ezra 1/f, But you may 
{ce here that theſe Kings ſtopt the Fews Enemics and evil docrs, that 
would have deſtroycd- the Fews, and theſe Decrees, Laws and Ordi- 
ances werc for the praiſe of them that do well, But theſe 1nformers 
| and 
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and' Penſioners ſail to the King Artaxerxes, Jeraſalem was a Rebeltions 
| bad City , "and was hurifnl to: Kings and Provinces, and that they had mo- 
| wed Sedition, in Ezra 4. fromthe 8th to the 19th. And though theie 
Enemies of the Fews, and Heathen.Penſioncrs and Informers, whoſe wic- 
ked words did prevail with Artaxerxes for a time, yet you ſee thai King 
Artaxerxes gave aitrict Commandment with cheſe Puniſhments againſt 
them that ſhould hinder the Fews, as in Ezra 7.12,13, 26, And like- 
wiſe Darizs in c. 6,11, SOthat according tothe Command of Cyr, Da- 
rius and Arraxerxes, Kings of Perſia, Feruſalem and the Temple were 
built, Exra6. 14. 

So you may ſee, though Artaxerxes had made a Decree, which did 
ſtop the Fews ſor building until the 2d year of Darizs upon the Informa- 
tion of thoſe Heathen- -* nag who callcd Feruſalem a bad Rebellious and 
Seditious City, and hurtful to Kings, a$in Ezra 4. 12,15. yct in Ezra 7, 
Artaxerxes makesa Decree {or the Incouragment of the Fews to go up to 
Feruſ:lem and build the Temple, and whoſoever Difobeyed the Law of God 
and the Law of the King, Fudement was tobe Executed ſpeedily upon ther, 
whether unto Death or Ban:fhment, or Conviſcating of goods, or Impriſonment; 
ſo.chis wasa Torment to thoſe Pexſioners the Informers, who had not 
their wills upon the Jews, who had formerly gora Decrec of the King | 
againſt the Jews to hinder them from bu'lding,- che ſame King makes-: 
Another Deerce, for them to Aſſiſt the Fews, that whoſoever would not &o © 
the Law of (God, and the Law of the King, Fudement was ſpeedily to be Execu» 
ted upon them, whether it be unto Death, Baniſhment, Confiſcation of Goods or 
Impriſonment,as it is ſaid before. Now here,as the Apoltle ſaith, the Law 7 
was good in its place, for the Puniſhment of evil doers, and for the praiſe of - 
them that do well, as in 1 Tim. 1. 8, 9. and 1 Pet. 2. 13, I4. | 
F. 50 here you may ſee noneW theſe Laws were made Again} Reit- 

- gious Pdople fox Meeting together to frrve and-MWoxzſhip the | 
Living God, that made them , for the Lawof God and che King, 
were for the Puniſhment of evil doers, that would have deſtroyed Gods 
People; for God nor Chriſt , never made a Law for puniſhing People 
tor Serving and Worſhiping him, but Gods Law was to Protect his Peo- 

ple, 


(26) 


ple, from Murderers and Manflayers , &c. (and the Puniſhment of ſuch 
evil docrs,) which was for the praiſe of them that do well; and ſerye God, 
and Worſhip him in Spirit and Truth - yea Cyras, Darius and Ar- 
zaxerxes Decrees ſtopt thoſe Heathen-Tnformers, aud Pexſioners, ande- 
ncemies to rhe Fews, that wrote to the King againſt the Fews, to hin- 
der them for building the Ciry., ſo the Law is good in its place, if it be 
u'cd Lawfully, and they that uſe ir Lawfully, puta difference betwixc 
the Precious and che Vile, and them that ſerve God,and them that do nor, 
which Law is for the Punithmear of ſuch evil doers as the Apoſtle ſpeak- 
ethof, x Tim. 1. 1 Pet. 2. But the Apoſtle doth not ſay, it is for pu- 

Aiſhing people conceraing Religion, and for Serving and Worſhipping Y 
God in the Spirit and truth, tor Chriſt 3nd che Apoſtles have given forc 

no ſuch Law, nor Ordinance, nor Decree, to Puniſh people, or to Ban- 
niſh people, or to Impriſen pcople , or pluck down che Timber of their 
Houles, to ſet up Gallowſes to hang people and put them to Death, and 
make a_dunghull of their Houſe, or ſpoil ricir Goods, and make Con- 
| fiſcations on their Goods, No, Chriſt nor the Apoſtles never gaye forth 
ſuch a Law, or Ordinance, fer the paniſhing of people tor Serving and 
W orſhiping of God, that made them, or to puniſh ſ\uck that differed from 
them in Faith and macters of Religion, ior Chriſt ſaid, hb? came not to 
Deſtroy mens Lives, 4»: :« Save them. So he is an Example of 


Meeknets , and Patience. | 
The King of Aſſyria, the Lord did not ſufter him to carry away the 


cen Tribes into Captivity, for the account of Reltgton, or the not 
Confozming to his Religion; for che cen Tribes of the Fews they 
had lefc ali the Commands ot the Lord their God, and did not regard 
God, nor his Law, nor his Prophets, 2 Xizes 17. 
And the two Tribes of the Fews, the Ws of Babyloz did not carry 
them our of Cazaan into Captivity , becaule they were not Subject 
to his Keligion, though rhey had forſakeu the Lord, and his Law 
and Religion, that he had taught them, and Regarded neither the Lord. 
And 


nor is Prophets, 
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And the Infermers they did not Inform Artaxerxes againſt the Fews , 
- uponthe account of not being of their Religion. 

And thoſe Decrees, or Laws, that Darius and Artaxerxes made, were 
got againſt thoſe Informers, and Penſioners, and ſuch like Heathen , bc- 
cauſe they would not beof their Beligion ; but that they and others 
would have hindredthe Fews from building their City, &c. when they 
went out of Captivity. | 

And therefore all you conſider, that have or do Puniſh, or Perſccute 
People about Religion, Faich, Worſhip , and ſerving the Living God, 
. what became and was the end of all chem that Perſecuted the Prophets, 

Chriſt and his Apoſtles, #nd all the Martyrs ſince the Apoſtles days; 
And whatdo ye Read is the end of the Beaſt, Whore, and Dragon, that 
Killed and drunk the Blood of the Martyrs, Prophets, and Saints, ſpoken 
of in the Revelations ? | 

And therefore let all chat profeſs Chri/tianity , learn of Chriſt, who 
reacheth you to Love one another, and love enemies, and Com- 
mands you to let the Wheat and the Tares grow together until the Harveſt, 
W mwhichis the end of the World , and then he will ſend his Aneels , which will 
ſeperate the Wheat from the Tares, Matth. 13. 30,t0 41. 
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